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 I was very honored to have been elected president 
of the Minnesota Conservation Federation at the annual 
meeting held in Red Wing in September. Having worked 
with the MCF over the years on all kinds of issues includ-
ing wetlands, drainage, Con Con lands, buffers, and dedi-
cated funding for natural resources. I look forward to rep-
resenting one of Minnesota’s oldest conservation organiza-
tions.  
I am also president of the Fish and Wildlife Legislative 
Alliance (FWLA) and Anglers for Habitat (AFH). Hunting 
and fishing is my passion! As the owner of my own busi-
ness—Pisces Pools, I install and maintain pools, ponds and 
water features of all types, from swimming pools to deco-
rative backyard reflective pools, and fountains. I love the 
outdoors and spend much of my time out of doors for work 
and for play at every opportunity. 
The MCF, FWLA, and AFH all share the desire and drive 
to protect and enhance our natural resources. Good plenti-
ful habitat is the key to all creatures including ducks, 
pheasants, deer, and walleyes, and all of god’s other crit-
ters. Without a good habitat, no creature is going to survive 
long. Thus, the need for clean air, clean water, wetlands, 
and Public lands for our game and fish.  
Many of the conservation organizations key in on one spe-
cies. Great idea. But we do need to build a habitat friendly 
base of public and private lands and public waterbodies to 
provide the home for our fish, waterfowl, upland birds, big 
game such as deer, elk and moose to live and prosper. That 
is the goal of the MCF, the FWLA, and the AFH. We can 
and will work together for good public policy and adequate 
funding, both dedicated and general, for our great outdoor 
community.  
It is a good investment and one that all our friends and 
colleagues do on a regular basis. They invest their time and 
efforts in their local sportsmen’s club, their own hunting 
experience, and/or their favorite fishing hobby. The gov-
ernment invests a lot of money into natural resources, as 
well. Together these investments maintain and grow the 
economic and environmental benefits and values of hunt-
ing and fishing in Minnesota. These quality of life invest-
ments make Minnesota a great place to live and work and 
hunt and fish! Speaking of investments, one of the promis-
es I made when I agreed to become president of the MCF 
was to work to retire all debts that MCF has occurred in 
the last two years.  

I want to thank 
Gary Botzek, our 
retiring executive 
director, Gary kept 
the office open 
and kept our pres-
ence at the Capitol 
without pay due 
him over the past 
two years. Most of 
the debt that needs to be cleared up is from work Gary did 
for the National Wildlife Federation on a contract basis for 
the MCF. However, due to the need to cover all other ex-
penses surrounding the MCF, payments to Gary were de-
ferred over the months and now years. Gary’s leadership, 
advice, thoughtfulness and humor will be missed. We need 
to fix this situation sooner rather than later! 
At our annual meeting many clubs indicated that they 
would “do what they could” to set the record straight and 
make an extra contribution yet this year to pay Gary back 
for his work. We talked about charitable gambling money 
being used for debt retirement. Yes, it can be used that way 
because the debt can be traced back to certain management 
functions like executive director and consulting for the 
NWF. Only a small amount of the debt to Gary is from his 
lobbying contract with the MCF and charitable gaming 
dollar cannot and will not be used for that portion of the 
debt. We will raise general funds for that part of the effort.  
On behalf of the MCF board of directors I urge clubs and 
individuals to strongly consider an “extra effort” to assist 
us in this debt retirement project. You can donate directly 
to our debt retirement account. If clubs  can help with 
$100, $250, $500, $1,000 or more please consider the 
need. If you as an individual can help with $10, $25, $50, 
$100 or more please consider the need.  
As we clear this debt we will continue to keep the MCF on 
the path of natural resource protection and enhancement. 
As honorable men and women we need to pay our debts 
and clear our books so we can concentrate on our mission 
of conservation protection, enhancement and restorations 
at the local level.That is our mission and our goal!Thanks 
for your anticipated cooperation and continued participa-
tion.  
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 Ex. Director Report  
By Gary Botzek 

Executive Director  

I began my 

working relationship 
with the Minnesota Con-

servation Federation in 
2002. Gordie Meyer 

hired me to lobby for the 
MCF. He and the MCF were active mem-
bers in the Fish & Wildlife Legislative 

Alliance that we both helped organize to 
better represent hunters and anglers at the 

State Capitol. The FWLA provided the 
“umbrella” sportsmen’s organization to 

work at the State Capitol on behave of 
hunters and anglers.  

As a lobbyist for the Fish & 

Wildlife Legislative Alliance I had 
worked with Gordie and Dave Moran and 

other MCF advocates Al Farms, Frank 
Schneider, and Jerry Martens. Together 

we helped pass the dove hunting season 
legislation in 2000. By 2006 Gordie and 
the MCF board determined that we need-

ed to raise more money to do more for 
the members. Gordie and I agreed to be-

stow upon me the title of “executive di-
rector” to provide a better “handle” in the 

fundraising world.   
We lost Gordie in 2007 and 

Dave Moran in 2012. We honored them 
both with a memorial stone, bench, and 
tree in the Vermillion River Wildlife 

Management Areas in Rosemount. We 
lost MCF/conservation leaders 

Maynhardt Bahrke of Belle Plaine and 
Harold Weick of Lake City in 2015. We 

lost Connie Botz in 2016. Yet the MCF 
continues to lead with new young lead-
ers!  

MCF has been front and center 
on natural resource issues like Con Con 

lands, wildlife management areas, wet-
lands, buffers, dove hunting seasons, wolf 

management, elk survival, deer manage-
ment, pheasant habitat, duck habit, shoot-

ing range improvements and protection, 
Asian carp, and other aquatic and terres-
trial invasive species. 

MCF has always provided lead-
ership in the conservation public policy 

and funding arena. Since 1936 when both 
the MCF and National Wildlife Federa-

tion were born, no other national and 
state organization have worked longer 

and harder on the issues of interest to our 
hunters and anglers. Both organizations 

have worked together on federal Farm 
Bills, conservation titles and sections, 
CREP, RIM, and wetlands. It is all about 

habitat, habitat, habitat. Provide it and 
maintain it and they will come!  

MCF has worked with the De-
partment of Natural Resources, the Board 

of Soil & Water Resources, the Minneso-
ta Pollution Control Agency, and other 

state agencies and departments on natural 
resource and environmental issues, pro-
jects, and programs. I and other MCF 

representatives have served on many 
budget oversight committees and advised/

provided input into make public policy 
decisions by the agencies and depart-

ments mentioned above.  
The MCF was a leader in the 

passage and extension of the lottery con-

stitutional amendment in 1988 and 1998. 
The LCCMR “lottery dollars” continues 

to provide valued investment into natural 
resources and environmental research 

projects. The biggest effort that MCF and 
I have been involved in is the passage of 

the 2008 constitutional amendment to 
dedicate 3/8th of one percent of the sales 
tax collected to clean water, habitat, con-

servation, parks, trails, arts, and history. I 
personally worked on the legislative ef-

fort of 10 years with Senator Bob Lessard 
and Senator Dallas Sams. Duck Rallies 

were held and sportsmen and sportswom-
en rose to the occasion in support of this 
effort. The successful passage of this leg-

islation and then a positive vote in the 
November 2008 election has resulted in 

millions of dollars annually being invest-
ed back into habitat, conservation efforts, 

clean water restoration, and many other 
important elements that make the state of 
Minnesota great! MCF continues to work 

with the Lessard-Sams Council on yearly 
priorities and appropriations. This 25-

year investment strategy is the best public 
policy decision in my lifetime and career! 

Strong efforts by the MCF have 
resulted in improvements and better pro-

tection of shooting ranges in Minnesota. 
We worked hard on legislation that 
passed in 2005 that made it tougher to 

close shooting ranges and provided guid-
ance and then funding for range improve-

ments and expansion. This effort has led 
directly to the efforts of Jim Sable and 

John Nelson in the establishment and 
continued expansion of the clay target 
high school league. Over 14,000 high 

school students participated in the pro-
gram this school year. MCF led the lob-

bying on securing additional grant funds 
for the shooting range improvement pro-

gram. Many of our club members have 
applied and received financial support 

from the DNR in their range improve-
ments. Local high school shooting teams 
have been the big winners through these 

efforts.  
MCF has collaborated with all 

the conservation organizations and many 
of the environment groups over the years. 

The Minnesota Environmental Partner-
ship, Conservative Minnesota (the old 
League of Conservation Voters), the 

Izaak Walton League, Pheasants Forever, 
Ducks Unlimited, the Minnesota Water-

fowl Association, the FWLA, COMCO, 
the Minnesota Center for Environmental 

Advocacy, and many more advocates has 
been our friends and collogues in efforts 

to improve and protect our natural re-
sources and environment.MCF was and 
continues to be a leader in the fight 

against aquatic and terrestrial invasive 
species lead by Asian Carp. These efforts 

include work on protecting the Great 
Lakes from aquatic invasive species, as 

well. 
As I leave the MCF several 

“projects” continue. The Deer Manage-

ment Plan progress continues and needs 
the continued involvement by the MCF. 

The AIS and Asian Carp organizational 
efforts continue. The resolutions passed 

at the 2017 annual meeting will have to 
be packaged and delivered to the 2018 
legislative session. The MCF is commit-

ted to participate in a gubernatorial candi-
date forum(s) through MEP. The shooting 

range site search process continues.  
It has been an honor and privi-

lege to work with and for all the great 
people that are part of the Minnesota 

Conservation Federation. I wish it well 
and I wish it continued success in the any 
paths that it may take.  

 

Executive Director News 
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Annual Meeting:  
This year’s Annual Meeting was 
held at the St. James Hotel in Red 
Wing, MN on September 9 & 10, 
2017.  
 

 
 

Here are a few photos from the 
weekend in Red Wing 

 

 

 

Members enjoyed a lunch cruise 
aboard the Spirit of the Water! 

More news…. 
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T he Minnesota Conservation  Federation’s Minnesota Out of Doors newsletter is a place for member clubs to pre-

sent news about their accomplishments. Club news and/or photos can be submitted to: Tammy Abrahamson  
Minnesota Conservation Federation, 542 Snelling Avenue South #104, St. Paul, MN  55116, or by e-mail to  
info@mncf.org. All submissions should be directed to Tammy. The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is  
December 15, 2017 

 

Lance Ness, President 
Vacant, 1st Vice President 

Don Nickolay, 2nd Vice President 
Brad Gausman, Treasurer 
Steve Maurice, Secretary 

Minnesota Conservation Federation 
2017-18 Officers 

ANY ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION MAY BE E-MAILED 

OR SENT TO THE MINNESOTA CONSERVATION 

FEDERATION ——  info@mncf.org 

 

 

Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, December 9 

9:30 am 
 

Plymouth Library 
Meeting Room 

15700 36th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

 
    We hope to see you there!   
 

       

    


